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DINING OUT FOR LIFE 


MINNESOTA 


DINE OUT. 
END HIV. 


Dine at any participating 
restaurant on April 27, and they'll 
donate a percentage of your 

bill to The Aliveness Project, a 
community center for people 
living with HIV in Minnesota. For 
a list of participating restaurants 
visit: DOFLMN.org 
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To 88202 
To Give 
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2023 Subaru Outback 
Go Where Love Takes You 


The 2023 Subaru Outback. The 2023 Outback is built to take you anywhere. It features the confidence of standard 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with up to 33 MPG and the advanced safety of both standard EyeSight® Driver Assist 
Technology and the available DriverFocus® Distraction Mitigation System. And it's engineered to last, with 97% of Outback 
vehicles sold in the last 10 years still on the road today, more than Honda, CR-V, Toyota RAV4, or Hyundai Santa Ғе.“ 


*Based on Experian Automotive vehicles in operation vs. total new registrations for MY2011-2021 as of December 2021. 


Bloomington 
Subaru st 


500 American Boulevard West, Bloomington 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 
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BUY ONE, GET ONE AN EXTRA 


; 50 OFF 
OFF YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE’ 


А PLUS, $0 MONEY DOWN, $0 MONTHLY PAYMENTS, 
WINDOWS AND DOORS $0 INTEREST FOR 12 MONTHS! 


Minimum purchase of 4. Minimum purchase of 4. Interest accrues from purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months. 


Our Signature Service includes EVERYTHING. 


DESIGN CONSULTATION MEASURE & MANUFACTURE INSTALLATION & FINISHING ONGOING CUSTOMER CARE 


Our design consultants provide Project Technicians ensure Our Installers treat your home A robust limited warranty is 
in-home or no-contact virtual accuracy and answer any as if it were their own and clean backed by a commitment to 
meetings to listen to your design last minute questions before up afterwards. making sure your windows 
needs and provide a plan to sending in the order for your fully function as expected. 
improve your home. customized windows. SS 
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when we replace your windows! 


No one makes it easier to get the 
beautiful replacement windows you 
deserve than Renewal by Andersen. We 


RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN 


; More 5 Star 

do it ALL for you — from design to custom Reviews 

manufacturing to installation by our —Y ——— 

Certified Master Installers. And we back X Š e 4 
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it all with the Nation’s Best Warranty! Than Other Leading Full-Service —— n 
| i Window Replacement FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT 

Call today for special savings! Companies 


‘DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/15/2023. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/ patio door, get one (1) window or entry/ patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 money down, $0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you 
purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/ patio doors between 3/23/2023 and 4/15/2023. 40% off windows and entry/ patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $50 off your entire purchase, minimum 
purchase of four (4) required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 4/15/2023. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the 
promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison 
based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License MN:BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes MN insurance work per 
MSA 325E.66. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. *Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading full service window replacement companies. December 2020 Reputation. ‘It is the only warranty among top 
selling window companies that meets all of the following requirements: easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for exterior color, insect screens and hardware, and no 
maintenance requirement. Visit renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2023 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA12842 


*Using U.S. and imported parts. 
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Your Dog's Favorite Home Away From Home 


Downtown Dogs provides daycare and boarding that pups and their busy parents love. 
Dog's Day Out offers DIY and full service bathing and grooming in a snazzy modern space. 
Proud member of Quorum. 


DOWNTOWN DOGS 


daycare + boarding 


612.374.D0GS (3647) 
dtdogs.com 


DOG’S DAY OUT 


full/self serve bath + grooming 
612.255.3425 
dogsdaympls.com 


MN Kennel License #MN887499 
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We Love To Travel, Right? 


BY RANDY STERN 


As a culture, we love to travel. Some of us 
travel to the highest level. Some of us just want 
to get away. 

Then again, we do need to be reminded of 
this. 

We have to travel. We have to step away 
from our routine. While a number of us con- 
tinue to work remotely — especially from home 
— we always find ways to stretch our legs and 
seek new places to visit. Or, visit old stomping 
grounds. Maybe to visit family members. 

Over the past twelve years, you may have 
noticed that I love to travel, as well. Through 
these pages under the “Our Rides” banner, I’ve 
done my share of Midwest Travel for both you 
and me. 

Every year, I always seek a new destination 
to go to. Last year, I went up to Fergus Falls to 
see our community up there and enjoyed my 
time thoroughly. The hospitality and new expe- 
riences still resonate today. 

However, there are places that I was pining 
to return to. Last issue, you saw that I attended 
the Chicago Auto Show last month. It was one 


of those regularly scheduled business trips that 
have been on hold for two years, thanks to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. It was indeed a getaway, 
with a lot of meaning personally and profes- 
sionally. To be able to see my colleagues and 
contacts again in person was a real and wel- 
comed treat! 

Our Midwest Travel issue offers our take on 
getaways that are within reach of home. For ex- 
ample, we take you to an immersive experience 
at Featherstone Pottery in Red Wing where 
you learn the art of wood-fired stoneware and 
ceramics. We even give you some ideas and 
new takes on a couple of favorite destinations: 


St. Cloud and Madison. 

If you head up to the North Shore, check 
out some of Minnesota’s Department of Natu- 
ral Resources properties — some if which you 
may have never heard of or visited before! With 
a new season underway, this may be your year 
to discover something new up there. After all, 
a waterfall is a calming way to reclaim yourself 
from the snow job we had this winter. 

The Twin Cities is always a destination unto 
itself. Why not check out the 50th Twin Cities 
Auto Show when it returns to the Minneapo- 
lis Convention Center for the first time since 
2020? 

Lastly, we celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
our proud Minnesota-based airline - Sun Coun- 
try! We took a glimpse inside the airline to see 
how they have kept up with flying trends over 
the years. 

No matter what your travel plans are, were 
here to give you some ideas. Perhaps some in- 
spiration. 

All you have to do is go! Just make sure to 
travel safe when you do! E 
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Westminster is an open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations and 
gender expressions and identities. 


Join us for worship and community 
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Free parking available in the Orchestra Hall Ramp, 11th St. & Marquette 
Ave, and the Westminster parking garage at Alice Rainville Place. 
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WESTMINSTERMPLS.ONLINE.CHURCH 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 
12th & Nicollet Mall 


westminstermpls.org 
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Take Me Out To The Prom! 


The Prom. Silly, Funny, Corny: A delight. And 
Serious: Good intentions don't always produce 
happy endings. Not all dreams have bang-up, full- 
bore dancing-happy endings. But Prom is a musi- 
cal comedy, and this is Chanhassen: Tonight they 
will. 

It takes a sure hand to steer a craft unscathed 
between the turbulent straits of Glib and Grand 
Guignol; to hint of darker pasts while keeping 
faith in a brighter future. Steadfast, Artistic Direc- 
tor, Michael Brindisi, keeps a firm hand on the til- 
ler straight through till journey's end. 

A musical that has been brought to bigger 
houses and wider screens with exponentially larg- 
er casts slips into the more intimate Chanhassen 
Dinner Theater stage as adroitly as that proverbial 
hand into a velvet glove. You're never far from the 
action here, your eye and empathy juxtaposed 
with many vantage points; disparate sensitivities 
become understandable, if not palatable. Really; 
not many small towns would welcome a clutch of 
New Yawkers (of any stripe, never mind washed- 
up actors) descending on their town to set them 
straight (sic) and urge them to let young Emma 
Nolan bring her girlfriend as her prom date. 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


Who, like school principal Hawkins, long- 
time, star-struck fan of the lightly-faded, still- lush 
DeeDee Allen, would want to see up-close his 
idol's unbridled ego, to realize he's been taken in 
by her quartet’s selfserving agenda? A quickly 
struck romantic spark, quickly extinguished. 

And Barry Glickman: just another overgrown, 
blustering gay “ME, ME”, until he visits Emma, 
now rejected by her classmates and sheltering in 
her room. He breaches his facade enough to con- 
fess his own fears of Prom, that his pristine silver 
tux still languishes, along with his mom's disap- 
proval, in his childhood closeted closet. 

Actress Angie Dickinson, overlooked as Chi- 
cago’s Roxie, also visits Emma. Goggling- as did 
many іп the audience-at Angie's “antelope legs,” 
Emma allows herself be drawn into Angie's “Zazz” 
dance lesson in self-esteem. 

Though the East Coast Crew tried its best, evil 
Mrs. Green (Alyssa's mom) worked her wiles, 
lured Emma to the empty, decoy gym, as James 
Madison's student body attended the real Prom at 
a private club. Emma confronts Alyssa; she knew 
nothing of her mother's deception, but admits she 
hadn't the courage to have confronted her, had 


she known. While detailing her mom's controlling 
ways, Alyssa lets slip that Mom thinks if she's per- 
fect, maybe Dad will come back. Even the wicked 
are wounded. 

Mrs. Greene's ruse has depleted the school's 
coffers; there's no money to launch a second soi- 
rée. With almost nary a shudder, four Big Apple 
egos step up, credit cards extended, and it hap- 
pens: Everyone-everyone-attends the final, In- 
clusive Prom: Barry in his glory and gleaming 
tux is crowned with a tiara. Mrs. Greene hugs and 
apologizes. Emma and Alyssa kiss. All's right with 
the world. This world. This Chanhassen moment. 

The Prom is an LGBT show in that it revolves 
around Emma and Alyssa's dilemmas, but its 
range reaches beyond the couple: mother-child 
conflicts at any age, innate human loneliness, all 
who try to fill an inner void but find ego, anger, 
jealousy, fear, don't erase the pain. For that, life re- 
quires forgiveness, reconciliation, Love. 

Don't create the void of missing The Prom. It 
will be at Chanhassen Dinner Theatre through June 
10.1 
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High Hopes 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


Shame on me. Karyn Tomlinson deserves 
our attention, I told myself (and her, and my 
readers) back when I was enjoying the culi- 
nary statements she brought to the kitchen 
while working for the bosses of Corner Table. 


Then life, and the pandemic, happened, and I failed to follow her to 
the launch of her very own digs close to two years ago, when she took 
over a tiny, tiny (maybe a dozen-table) establishment in St. Paul's High- 
land Park that (I now recall) had originally lured the twin towns' foodies 
as an authentic Italian trattoria with a set four-course menu—a break- 
through, back then. Today, it's a breakthrough of another kind—home 
to Tomlinson, who is one of the nominees for Best Chef: Midwest, striv- 
ing for that coveted James Beard award this spring. 

Back in the day, the room was shadowy, warm and cozily packed with 
a cult following. Today Tomlinson's Myriel is bright and cheery and still 
just as crowded, serving folks who've achieved one of the café's hard-to- 
snag reservations (It's open evenings, Wednesday through Saturday), 
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sending "Finish that darn dessert and clear out" thought waves across 
the hall from the jam-packed bar as they wait for the evening's first seat- 
ing to clear. 

Two choices here: a tasting menu to reserve ahead at $145, or the a 
la carte list, which we chose. The tab for our duo, including one glass of 
wine each, was $138 before tip. Worth it? I'll describe what comes out of 
the kitchen and let you decide. Service was uniformly friendly and help- 
ful, advising us that items were designed for sharing. 

Begin with a plate of charcuterie ($16 small, $29 Чагсе”--а euphe- 
mism for somewhat bigger) or bread and butter, S6. 

We didn't. Instead, we skipped to what might be considered appe- 
tizers—a list of rutabaga soup, green salad, dirty red beans (sounded 
good) and our choice, heirloom beets ($15). The composition stars the 
ruddy vegetable cubed in both raw and roasted form—a contrast which 
only served to prove, to our palates, that roasted is the way to go. The 
plate includes mini-mounds of fresh, ricotta-smooth cheese of modest 
flavor. A sprinkle of salt might have livened the milky clouds—a sugges- 
tion you've never heard from me before, ever. The welcome crunch of 
walnuts brought life to the composition. 
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Small charcuterie plate 


We paired it with an order of rye gnocchi ($18)—another app-sized 
serving, this time of lovely, ultra-tender yet chewy marbles of dough 
dressed lightly in a creamy, cheesy Mornay sauce with tiny dots of cured 
meat. 

The starters left us eager for a lusty main course (choose lamb meat- 
balls, $26, duck breast, $29, or sablefish, $25). We chose the duck and 
planned to pair it with our server’s suggestion of lentils, $13. Those len- 
tils—a modest portion—were cooked as one would at home (and that’s 
fine): simply spiked with mustard seed and bits of cabbage. 

The duck arrived in a saucer, which seems to be the serving dish of 
choice around here. The flavor was supremely lovely—hints of fatty skin 
crunch atop the moist and tasty flesh, attended by a caramelized orange 
sauce—like the traditional duck a l'orange. 

Naturally, we were ravenous for dessert. We ordered both of the op- 
tions, $10 each—first a grandma-style apple pie boasting a thickish, ten- 
der crust and sweet chunks of fruit, topped by a golf ball of vanilla ice 
cream. Standard. And fine. Next, a chocolate pudding visited by pump- 
kin and meringue. 

The pudding itself proved nicely rich in texture but underwhelm- 
ingly chocolate-y. Diced pumpkin served as an odd companion. 

Maybe that sums up the evening’s fare: odd. Saucers, rather than 
plates, of food that, frankly, left us hungry and ready to head elsewhere 
for a snack. (OK, we didn’t.) As we left, we peeked into the kitchen, but 
Chef Karyn wasn't in the building tonight. E 


Myriel 

470 Cleveland Ave. S., St. Paul 
(651) 340-3568 
www.myrielmn.com 
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OUR SCENE | ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


PARK 
SQUARE 


THEATRE PRODUCTIONS 


Celebrating women in their second act 


By Lauren Gunderson 


REVOLUTIONISTS 


An assassin, a spy, a 
playwright, and of 
course, Marie Antoinette! 


Directed by Shelli Place 


The Revolutionists 
At Park Square Theatre 


BY BUER CARLIE 


This spring, Park Square Theatre is ready to bring theatergoers on 
a comedic romp through one of history's darkest historical moments: 
'The French Revolution. The Revolutionists, written by award-winning 
playwright Lauren Gunderson, spins a tale of four women who were all 
uniquely involved in that moment of history. Characters include play- 
wright Olympe de Gouges (Alison Edwards), revolutionary and compos- 
ite character Marianne Angelle (Tia Tanzer), assassin Charlotte Corday 
(Jasmine Porter), and — it would not be the French Revolution without 
her - Marie Antoinette (Jane Froiland). The combined stories of these 
four extraordinary characters create a portrait of the French Revolution 
like one you have never seen before. 

Director Shelli Place took some time to discuss her vision for The 
Revolutionists for our readers and explain what initially drew her to this 
play. High on that list was the relevance of the content to a modern au- 
dience. “[The events of in this play] аге not too far from where we are 
now,” explains Place, “The government was not respected...the poverty, 
the racism, the sexism...there are so many things that cross over to to- 
day.” Conceptually, The Revolutionists deals with heavy subject matter, 
but it is tonally light — a witty comedy that requires its audience's atten- 
tion and rewards that attention with rapid-fire comedic payoffs. 

“Tt is a meta play, which is a play about a playwright writing a play,” 
says Place. “Because of that it has an abstract, dream-like quality. The 
playwright calls it a fugue. Different melodies in the tone of the charac- 
ters and different themes going through it but they all intertwine.” The 
play offers the viewer space to reflect on how vastly different people lived 
out their values at a time when their worlds were collectively intolerable. 

The play fleshes out Marie Antoinette, whom Place points out we 
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have been “trained to make fun о?” and gives her “some incredible mo- 
ments of clarity”. It introduces us to Marianne Angelle, who spotlights 
the concurrent Haitian Revolution. She is “the only character in the show 
who is not based on one person but is rather an amalgamation of free 
men and women in Haiti who were trying to abolish slavery in Haiti and 
around the world.” Every character brings light to a different facet of a 
revolution with which most of us think we are familiar. 


JANE FROILAND* 
as Marie Antoinette 


TIA TANZER 
as Marianne Angelle 


ALISON EDWARDS* 
as Olympe de Gouges 


JASMINE PORTER 
as Charlotte Corday 


Of course, above all else, The Revolutionists is a comedy. “Comedy 
itself is about contrasts. With The Revolutionists, it is the pathos of the 
Reign of Terror and the pace of witty dialogue,” explains Place. This 
value of contrasting elements reverberates through every element of the 
show. Sound designer Anita Kelling created an audio experience that 
uses the instruments of yesteryear to play the Top 40 of today and cos- 
tume designer Sonya Berloviz put “a period look into leather and made 


it contemporary.” 
Continued on page 14 
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Let's shine—plan a getaway at FloridasLargestPride.com 
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It is also worth noting that The Revolutionists is put on by the still 
relatively new production company PRIME Productions. Place founded 
PRIME Productions alongside Alison Edwards and Elena Giannetti in 
2016 when the trio realized how few roles were available in the Twin Cit- 
ies for women fifty or older. *Our tagline is 'Celebrating women in their 
second act” says Place. 

PRIME prioritizes telling stories about mature women, while also 
seeking out productions with meaningful themes and intersectional 
characters. “It is not just about casting - it is about investing time and 


effort and money into various cultures," Place says, “Our first play was 
about the Holocaust, the second was about climate change, the third was 
about artificial intelligence and dementia. The fourth one was a great 
comedy with two terrific roles for women." The Revolutionists continues 
the trend of strong storytelling with women at its fulcrum. “[This play] 
was written for strong women and about strong women - for strong ac- 
tresses." 

Like many plays, The Revolutionists has seen its fair share of delays 
before finally finding its way to the stage. "It was delayed a year and then 
another year,” says Place, “I am relieved that the audience is finally going 
to get to see it." 

“I just want people to know that every theater - not only us - is wait- 
ing for an audience to come back,” says Place. If you have been waiting 
for the right play to bring you back to theaters The Revolutionists might 
just be it. The show runs from March 31st - April 16th on the Prosce- 
nium Stage at Park Square Theatre. Tickets are on sale now. Check out 
the website listed below for all performance dates, along with special 
nights like those where masks are required (April 6th and April 15th), 
the ASL-interpreted show (April 2), and more. 

"There is nothing like live theater," says Place, "Whatever happens 
on that stage that night is never going to happen again." Not to stoke the 
FOMO in all of you, but she is right. Do not miss your chance to see this 
darkly hilarious play. Ш 
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Inside The Prom With Tod Petersen 


BY LAVENDER 


In the Chanhassen Dinner Theatres production of The Prom, locally- 
based actor Tod Petersen plays Barry Glickman, who - in Petersen’s 
own words – is a “self-serving, narcissistic, flamboyantly gay, washed-up 
Broadway star” who has put himself into the issue that is center to the 
plot. 

*[Glickman] thinks very highly of himself on the outside,” explained 
Petersen, “but through his relationship with Emma, the lesbian high 
school student that he goes to Indiana to...find his own humanity. He 
discovers empathy and kindness, and lets down his big, sparkly, colorful, 
flamboyant facade and finds his own humanity, his hurt, his loneliness, 
his alienation.” 

Petersen goes on to say that Glickman, like one of the main charac- 
ters Emma, are “both are estranged from their parents, and they bond 
over that.” 

In fact, the role Glickman has been on Petersen’s radar for a while. 
Over his 20-year acting career, Petersen had been seen on many of our 
local stages across the Twin Cities. He recently appeared in Chanhas- 
sen’s production of The Music Man. 

One of the challenges if bringing a production such as “The Prom” to 
Chanhassen’s audiences is to deliver the musical’s message to its audi- 
ences. “I’ve been working there for 21 years,” explained Petersen, “but 
I've been an audience member for 50 years. I grew up in Mankato and 
I went up to the Chanhassen and sat out in the house and dreamt about 
doing exactly what I’m doing now. And so, to be a part of this advance- 
ment of inclusion and representation is a thrill." 

If there is a soul to the production, Petersen talks about one of the 
key scenes in The Prom. "There's a line where the school principal Tom 
Hawkins (played by Joe Nathan Thomas)," Petersen explained. He asks 
Emma, ‘What do you want?’ And she said, ‘I just want to go to prom like 
every kid.” 

“Every kid just wants to be normal,” Petersen continued. “Just live 
their life. Just do the things that kids do, and not be a topic, not be a 
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political pawn or a story, or... They just want to be a kid. And I think that 
this story, and this production, and this avenue of education, avenue of 
enlightenment, is perfect for this older Chanhassen audience that maybe 
wouldn't seek out this production unless it was at the Chanhassen.” 

The Prom is currently playing at the Chanhassen Dinner Theatre 
through June 10. To get your tickets, log on to www.chanhassendt.com. 

Don't forget to bring your friends for a great and uplifting time with 
us in Chanhassen! ll 
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Put a Little Spring in your Step with a 
Getaway to the North Shore 


BY SUSAN SWAVELY 


With the weather warming up and the sun staying in the sky lon- 
ger and longer, it's the perfect time of year to hit the trails and explore 
the beautiful Spring weather of the North Shore! Whether you're into 
short hikes with stunning views, or longer, overnight camping trips, the 
North Shore has plenty to offer in the way of outdoor activities. The 
North Shore boasts three beautiful Minnesota State Parks along the 
North Shore of Lake Superior: Jay Cooke State Park, Gooseberry State 
Park, and Tettegouche State Park. There you can gaze at waterfalls and 
whooshing rapids with friends and family! And don't forget your camera; 
these are memories you'll want to savor for a lifetime. 

Jay Cooke State Park is the perfect place to start your exploration of 
the North Shore. Park at the River Inn Visitor Area to check in and find 
all of the information you'll need—and maybe some supplies from the 
gift shop if there's anything missing from your list! Here you'll find ac- 
cessible parking and restrooms. The St. Louis River flows across pristine 
jagged rocks to create incredible rapids, so be sure to check them out. 
Don't stop there, though. Cross the Swinging Bridge to see the stunning 
views of the rapids, hike the Carlton Trail or the CCC Trail or rent a 
kayak from the Kayak Center at the Thomas Damn/River Gorge area. 
Don't forget your picnic basket with all your favorite snacks to bring 
to Oldenburg Point, and stay for a magical sunset over the river valley. 
Spring is also the perfect time to see some amazing wildlife, including 
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many blooming flowers and migrating birds, headed back north for the 
summer. 

Tettegouche State Park is only two hours away from Jay Cooke State 
Park and has majesties of its own to share this spring. Hike the hilly 
Cascades Trail to see the captivating Cascades Waterfalls at the end, 
or the Shovel Point Trail, which flaunts exactly 300 stair steps over the 
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Swinging Bridge at Jay Cooke State Park. 


course of the trail, installed to protect the soils of the cliffs. Interested 
in a bit of a longer hike? The High Falls hike is a perfect option for you! 
A gentle hike on an incline, you'll make it to the mouth of the Baptism 
River, and then it's right back down the way you came. You can also pick 
the freshest sun-kissed berries, fish, canoe (for rent at Mic Mac Lake), 
and explore four sets of mesmerizing waterfalls in Tettegouche. 

Just half an hour from Tettegouche is the lovely Gooseberry Falls 


State Park. Gooseberry Falls is the perfect place to set up camp. You can 
make a reservation at www.reservemn.usedirect.com/MinnesotaWeb. 
Visit the Gitchi-Gami State Trail, where you can see a hardened lava flow. 
Gooseberry River is three miles long and includes five waterfalls, which 
plunge 240 feet into Lake Superior below and make a perfect backdrop 
for a family photo. For a short hike, visit the *Castle in the Park" or hike 
the Falls Loop, and for a longer excursion, Fifth Falls Trail or River View 
Trail are both exquisite options, and include views of the falls. Fifth Falls 
Trail also has caves to spot and lots of historical CCC features to take in. 
If a bike ride is more your style than a hike on foot, check out the paved 
Gitchi-Gami State Trail, which is 8-15 miles one way, depending on if you 
want to stop at Lighthouse State Park or the town of Beaver Bay. 

'To make sure your trip goes off without a hitch, make sure you pack 
waterproof hiking shoes with a good tread and an extra pair of socks (or 
two!) for the trails, which can be muddy from spring showers and the 
river. Nights can get chilly, even in the spring, so make sure you're also 
prepared for the cold at night if you're camping in one of the campsites. 
A hat and mittens might be a good idea to bring along. Always remember 
to check with the visitor center before starting your hike to make sure 
conditions are right for your hike. Not only do you want to have a great 
time, you want to be safe and respectful of all the nature of the North 
Shore. 

If you've been waiting for a sign to say you should go spend your 
summer enjoying the beautiful nature the North Shore has to offer—this 
is it! Don't wait! Enjoy the wilderness this spring: visit the North Shore 
State Parks now. li 
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FEATHERSTONE 


Minnesotan from 
the Beginning 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


| MIDWEST TRAVEL 


There’ve been Featherstones and kin on this 
farmland land since Minnesota became a state 
in 1858. The land is situated in rural Red Wing, 
but Red Wing’s a late-comer, not formally a city 
until 1889. Back at the beginning Sidney Feath- 
erstone bought four farms, later bequeathing 
two to each of his sons. The property has come 
down to distaff nephews Jeff and Tom Larkin, 
founders of today’s Featherstone Pottery. 


“A member of the Featherstone family has resided on “Featherstone 
Farm” since 1858,” explained Clara Featherstone, “and Featherstone 
Pottery has had its roots on the family homestead since 1980; family 
traditions are inter-twined with the land. 

“The farm has been a gathering place for generations, for young and 
old alike,” she continued. “To this day, descendants of the early Feather- 
stone settlers still feel as comfortable visiting ‘the farm’ as did the elder 
generations who resided elsewhere. The parcel of land located in Feath- 
erstone Township-on which Featherstone Pottery sits- has remained 
intact, in the family, since the land was first established." 

Over the course of time, customs and needs change, but land re- 
mains and must be maintained to thrive. How, I asked, has this acreage 
changed-or has it-through the long course of the years? 

"The acreage remains farmland,” was the reply, “with crops grown 
through agreement by a relative who resides just two miles up the town- 
ship road." 

I learned on your website that the pottery came into being 
after Jeff Larkin happened to take a course at the University of 
Minnesota. That seems an unusual career move-would you tell 
us more about that? 

*While Jeff was enrolled in the UMN-Twin Cities, someone told him 
they'd be dropping their registration in an Intro to Ceramics class taught 
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by Professor Warren MacKenzie. Jeff made a quick decision and signed 
up for that person's spot in the course. This led to a love of pottery, and 
an apprenticeship before culminating in the business located here on the 
family homestead." 

Jeff, further inspired by the work of Bill Marshall and Bernard Leach, 
traveled to England to the renowned Leach Pottery in St. Ives where he 
served an apprenticeship from 1976-78. (William “Bill” Marshall (1923- 
2007) was an esteemed studio potter, known for his Japan-influenced 
style, while Bernard Howell Leach (1887 - 1979) is now regarded as the 
"Father of British studio pottery.") 

Returning to Minnesota, Jeff and brother Tom established the cur- 
rent studio on the family farm where their mother, Alice Featherstone 
Larkin, was born. Jeff spearheads pottery operations, considered instru- 
mental in assuring continued upkeep of the farmstead. 

While visiting Jeff during his apprenticeship in St. Ives, Tom was ap- 
proached by the then 90-year-old Bernard Leach who asked if he, too, 
wanted to become a potter. There was no immediate response-but the 
seed had been planted. Back home in Red Wing, Tom and Jeff began the 
conversion of the family farm into a pottery studio. As they worked, Tom 
remembered Leach's question and began to explore the craft on his own. 

Picking up the narrative, Clare continued, "Jerry Larkin, Tom and 
Jeff's father, was a talented stonemason/brick-layer. In 1980, he worked 
with his sons to build the kiln that is still in use today." 

Indeed, the website describes that kiln as a *4-chambered, 
30-foot, wood-fired, climbing kiln." Could you describe that in 
a bit more detail? I'm envisioning an encounter with a dragon. 

“Тһе kiln was constructed in the form of a Korean climbing kiln. 
'Those kilns could be a hundred feet long, and an entire village would 
take part in firing them. Our 4-chambered kiln doesn't have a chimney. 
The heat is generated at the mouth of the kiln (the 

1st chamber) over many hours through a long, arduous process, and 
the 'climbing' aspect of the kiln allows the heat to rise through the re- 
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Chad at kiln fire mouth 


maining chambers that that themselves rise 
higher in elevation from front to back. 

“The process also entails making enough 
pottery to fill the large chambers-high 
enough for a 6-foot person to stand upright 
inside when loading and unloading the 
wares.” 

I'm guessing, given all that's involved 
in preparation is what makes its firing- 
up an ‘annual’ event? 

"Yes, a large wood-fired kiln requires 
months of preparation but most importantly, 
it involves a lot of people-power to produce 
successful results. The temperature of the 
kiln will have reached approximately 2300 
degrees Fahrenheit by the time the heat 
roars out the back end of the kiln." 

What are the advantages of the kiln 
being “wood-fired”? 

"The varying atmospheres in the cham- 
bers tend to give the pots a nuanced look. 
The appearance of each piece is different, 
with no two pieces completely alike. The re- 
sults are determined by the position of the 
item in the kiln, the temperature inside each 
chamber, the type of wood used, the wind 
direction affecting the draft of the heat/ 
flames, the weather, and so on." 

Tom's website quote on style makes 
me curious-is there a shape/style/func- 
tion that particularly appeals to you? 
Each piece can have different, specific 
uses, but is there something you find 
personally, aesthetically pleasing, satis- 
fying to create? 

"Because our family loves to cook and 
eat, Tom enjoys making items to which food- 
lovers also can relate. For example, serving 
platters and large salad bowls are particu- 
larly sought after in the studio showroom. 
'Tom's beautiful, functional work is found in 
many public and private collections." 

What are culinary uses for the piec- 
es? Those one might use to make those 
luscious recipes on the website? 


Continued on page 22 
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“Every piece of pottery has been high-fired (2300 degrees Fahren- 
heit), allowing the dishes to be oven (not stove- top) safe. The open 
baking dishes and covered casseroles are well-loved for their versatility, 
ranging from wild rice hotdish, scalloped potatoes, apple crisp, to baked 
meats and roasted vegetables. 

“We love to share ideas about how to use Featherstone Pottery and to 
hear how others use the items they take home with them. We especially 
appreciate receiving photos showing how visitors have enjoyed using 
their pottery.” 

Do you have events and sales? 

“We host an annual fall show and sale, typically the first two week- 
ends in November. The studio is open year-round, by chance or appoint- 
ment. Check Featherstone Pottery’s website (featherstonepottery.com) 
and Facebook page for more information and newsletters.” 
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As the ice melts away and the bird songs 
slowly return, those weekend getaways are 
looking more and more appealing. But what’s 
even better than a fun-filled weekend excur- 
sion? One that’s only an hour away! 


Welcome to St. Cloud, just a short 65-mile drive from the heart of 
Minneapolis... Okay, let’s be honest, it’s not up there competing with 
New York City or Denver on your list of places to go, but what do you 
really know about Minnesota’s “granite city?” 

Lynn Hubbard of Visit St. Cloud gave me a stunning audio tour, and 
then I just had to take the trek and check out some of these places for 
myself. 

Lake George: A pretty little lake, right in the center of downtown 
St. Cloud. “It’s a beautiful little spot,” Hubbard told me, and it’s where 
they hold many of St. Cloud Pride’s main events like “Pride in the Park,” 
and, yes, the “Puppy Parade.” It was a nice short walk around the lake to 
break up my day, get some fresh air and get a chance to meet the neigh- 
borhood pooches. By the way, St. Cloud is “very, very, very pet friendly,” 
Hubbard says. Lots of restaurants and even hotels have open arms for 
your beloved fur-children, so bring them along for the ride. Lake George 
Park also has a warming house area for ice skating in the winter and 
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a little amphitheater for summer concerts in the park! In summertime 
they hold a summer concert series on Wednesday nights complete with 
food vendors. 

Quarry Park and Nature Preserve: A 684-acre park full of 
beautiful old granite mining quarries? Count me in! Pay $5-10 for parking 
(dependent on the season) and have hours of fun. There are swimming 
quarries in the summer and plenty of cliff jumping and rock climbing 
opportunities for the thrill seekers in your group. If you’re like me and 
the very thought of cliff jumping makes your stomach turn, never fear! 
There are miles and miles of scenic hiking trails, fishing quarries, and 
even geocaching opportunities for you and the doggo to enjoy. 

Paramount Center for the Arts: Now this is a cool place! The 
Paramount is St. Cloud’s hub for everything fine arts: they host concerts, 
plays, art classes, have an awesome gift shop full of locally-made art as 
well as several exhibits. And it’s all inside an incredibly restored historic 
building. “The majority of the original theater is still intact,” Hubbard 
told me, commenting that “it’s been around since 1921.” While I didn’t 
get to catch a show when I visited, I was very impressed by the exhibits 
on the main floor and in the gift shop, paintings and photography alike. 
“You name it, there is always something to do at the Paramount,” Hub- 
bard says. Footloose! will be on stage March 30-April 1 and directly after 
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that they are doing Legally Blonde — The Musical April 7-23. When Lynn 
told me that, my eyes lit up and I went insane for a moment. Guess I just 
might be back next weekend. 

Spice of Life Tea: This was an unexpected gem. I would never 
guess that a small place like St. Cloud would have a niche tea shop in its 
downtown, but this place was so cute! They sold all kinds of tea brew- 
ing equipment and gifts as well as some very unique tea blends and tea 
lattes. I had the “Wakin’ Up too Early" tea latte, a banana pancakes black 
tea with caramel syrup and your choice of milk. I couldn't pass up a nod 
to one of my favorite Hawaiians and it was delicious! 

Jules' Bistro: Flatbread pizzas, soups, chili, scones, the best coffee 
in town, made-from-scratch everything! Plenty of vegan and gluten free 
options and the first place in St. Cloud to obtain a license for THC-infused 
drinks. 

Arroy: Thai and Filipino food jam packed with flavor! I visited Ar- 
roy and I can say with confidence they made one of the best pad thai 
dishes I've ever had - it's not something I normally order but the server 
convinced me to stop being a hipster and go classic, and I'm glad I lis- 
tened. This one is LGBTQ-owned too. Come support some tasty diverse 
cuisine! 

Beaver Island Brewery: Brewery right downtown with great 
beers, hard tea, and hard lemonade (this means hard Arnie Palmers too 
of course). On Saturday nights you can catch their Silly Beaver Comedy 
show. "It's always a lot of fun, they're bringing in different comedians 
all the time so if you're up more than once you'll see a different show!" 
Hubbard says. 

Red Carpet Martini Lounge & Nightclub: Nightlife spot 
complete with live music, a game room, cribbage nights and a dance 
floor. Check out the martini lounge too, our guide says the martinis are 
"fantastic!" 


The Pioneer Place on Fifth: Intimate and historic space with 
lots of live music, local and otherwise. Their adjacent “Veranda Lounge" 
hosts smaller acoustic-type shows, jazz nights, and even boasts the best 
wine list in Central Minnesota! 

St. Cloud wants us to know that they're friendly and ready to host 
some fun. “My wife and I, we've got three young kids, and we love being 
a part of this community because we feel welcomed, and we don't get 
that everywhere we go," Hubbard says. "We've got so many establish- 
ments that we like to be in here because we feel comfortable." She also 
talks about St. Cloud Pride's awesome resources for LGBTQ youth, host- 
ing events like Pride Skate and Queer Connect where youth can come 
together and feel embraced by the community. 

So, we'll see you up here soon, right? Come visit May 14-20 to catch 
St. Cloud's “restaurant week" and September 11-17 for St. Cloud Pride! E 
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Brian Davis, Chief Marketing Officer, Sun Country Airlines 


OUR SCENE | MIDWEST TRAVEL 


When you go to book air travel, chances are 
you think of the “big names”: Southwest Air- 
lines, Delta, or perhaps United. In fact, previ- 
ously Minnesota-based airlines like Northwest, 
North Central, and Republic have all merged 
into Delta. 


Enter Sun Country, the only remaining Minnesota-based airline cel- 
ebrating its 40th anniversary this year. 

Not only has this airline been able to evolve and succeed over the 
past four decades, they also employ a significant number of LGBTQ 
people and stand by their inclusive policies. 

“I think we've tried to create an environment at all levels of the or- 
ganization where everybody knows that our doors are open, everyone 
is welcome here," says Brian Davis, the Chief Marketing Officer at Sun 
Country. “Your identity is welcome here, bring your full self to work." 
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Where it Began: With The Crew 

Sun Country started from the crew's point of view. Crew members 
who originally worked for Braniff airlines got together after Braniff went 
bankrupt. They believed there was a need and an opportunity for an air- 
line based in Minnesota to focus on serving that community. 

"They were, I guess we'll say, scrappy beginnings," says Davis. “Га 
say that with a lot of pride." 

At first, crew members didn't even have their own uniforms; they 
wore their previous airline uniforms with the logos covered up. They 
launched Sun Country with a single charter from Sioux Falls to Las Ve- 
gas. 

Of course, Sun Country's offerings have evolved in the last 40 years 
and now include casino junkets, US military flights, cargo flights, and 
more. 

“I think the common thread to what has made Sun Country so strong 
and the reason why we're still here today is our willingness to be nimble 
and to change and to morph as the needs change,” says Davis. He's right. 


Current Flights and Changing Needs 

Sun Country has a unique understanding of their customers' needs. 
For example, they know many Twin Cities residents want to fly some- 
where warm in the cold winter months from January to March. 

In the warmer months, the focus shifts from taking Minnesota resi- 
dents south to becoming a more East-West network. Sun Country begins 
to offer more San Francisco, Los Angeles, and New York flights. Omaha 
will be added as a destination this year. 

"There's lots of families who have a cousin in Omaha who's going 
to fly up here and join them at their lake house or their cabin for the 
weekend,” says Davis. “So, the route map is constantly changing and 
that's by design." 


Minnesota Pride 

With half a dozen other previously Minnesota-based airlines getting 
absorbed into the bigger name companies, Sun Country stands out as 
remaining proud of its roots. 

"The overwhelming majority of our employees live in the Twin Cities 
and the same thing is true of our customers," says Davis. “So, maybe 
more than any other airline, we mean it when we say we are your neigh- 
bors, we are your friends." 
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It's a responsibility Sun Country takes seriously. In the beginning, 
they used the tagline, “Minnesota’s Hometown Airline.” While they 
loved the line, they felt they needed to show the community they meant 
it, rather than just saying they did. 

So they demonstrated their Minnesota pride in a few subtle ways. 
'The first was to add thin blue lines to the back half of their livery. These 
lines are actually a map of Lake Minnetonka. 

Most people wouldn't recognize it as such, but to Sun Country, it was 
a way to show their employees their commitment to their hometown. 

They also remain grateful to their local partners. “Whether it’s serv- 
ing Fulton Beer, serving Prairie gin and vodka, Dot's Pretzels, Wiley 
Wallaby licorice, Caribou Coffee,” says Davis, “It’s a way of showing the 
community that we're proud of our hometown, we're proud of all that it 
has to offer." 


Plus, for their 40th anniversary, they're offering free Minnesota- 
based movies and television you can watch in-flight. Things like Grumpy 
Old Men I and II, all three Mighty Ducks films, The Miracle on Ice, and 
The Mary Tyler Moore Show are all available as a way for Sun Country to 
show their gratitude for their Minnesota history. 


LGBTG Pride 

"Airlines were one of the first to recognize partnerships before mar- 
riage was even legal, and to extend the travel benefits to significant oth- 
ers of our LGBTQ employee groups," says Davis. 

In air travel, it can be difficult to create an inclusive and welcoming 
culture. Not all the employees get to work in the same building, for ex- 
ample, and enjoy coffee chats or walk breaks. 

As an openly gay man himself with a husband and kids, Davis is 
proud of Sun Country especially. “Building that culture takes work and 
takes effort but has been a steady commitment, I would say, to create an 
environment where everyone's welcome." 


A Bright Future 

Sun Country is not only opening a new Omaha route, but is in fact 
adding 15 more routes in the coming summer. 

Whether you'd like to get away to a tropical climate in winter, have a 
cousin visit in summer, or pop over to the West Coast for a few days, Sun 
Country has you covered. 

Sun Country also still provides a free drink to passengers - some- 
thing most airlines stopped doing a decade or more ago - and boasts 
traditional legacy airline seats. You fly in comfort and affordability. 

“Among airlines, we are the Swiss Army knife,” says Davis. “Our abil- 
ity to be whatever our customer needs us to be is how we stand out 
among US carriers. It's what has allowed us to grow and thrive." ll 


Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities based full 

time Account Executive to our sales team. We are looking for 
an outgoing,organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation skills. 
Candidates should enjoy working directly with clients who 

are interested in growing their business through Lavender 
advertising and event sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


Includes base pay + commission and an employee benefits 
package that includes group health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 77 


Applicants should have experience with Mac software environment, Excel, Word, social media platforms & database 
software such as Filemaker Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of organization, attention to detail, the ability 
to work as part of a team, effective communication,self direction, enjoys working with new people and has a natural 


drive to grow. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 


stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 
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BACK TO MINNEAPOLIS 
The 5Oth Twin Cities Auto Show 


BY RANDY STERN 


Three years ago, the crowds were buzzing at 
the Minneapolis Convention Center for the 47th 
Twin Cities Auto Show. They were enjoying all of 
the new models for 2020, riding along at Camp Jeep, 
ogling over the finery at the luxury car exhibit. The 
crowds were setting records all week long. 

Then suddenly, it all screeched to a halt. The or- 
der came through to shut everything down on the 
final Friday of the Auto Show due to a jump in cases 
in Minnesota of a virus known as COVID-19. 

The Greater Metropolitan Auto Dealers Asso- 
ciation would put on two years of its most popular 
show at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds in the 
month of May. It was a different atmosphere. More 
defiant than anything. Bring the show that had 
over four decades of history outside — a novel idea 
that has been replicated by a few other auto shows 
across North America. 

This year marks the 50th Twin Cities Auto 
Show. More significant than its golden anniversary 
is its return to the Minneapolis Convention Center, 
staring March 31. 

Not only will the one of the biggest consumer 
exhibitions in Minnesota return to its home and its 
normal timeframe, it will be truly a sign of normality 
returning back to our state. 

While celebrating 50 years, GMADA and the 
Auto Show is also celebrating the present and fu- 
ture. 

Some attractions will return inside the Minne- 
apolis Convention Center. For example, the popular 
Camp Jeep to take visitors along an obstacle course 
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showcasing the capabilities of these offroad war- 
riors. Subaru is bringing back pets that are ready 
for adoption as oar if their Subaru Loves Pets cam- 
paign. 

Plus, the Ride & Drive is back with a few manu- 
facturers giving you a chance the take the wheel for 
a brief test drive on the latest vehicles available in 
Minnesota. Vehicles you can drive will come from 
Stellantis (Chrysler, Dodge, Fiat, Jeep, and Ram), 
Toyota and Volkswagen. There will also be an EV 
Ride & Drive, featuring the Hyundai IONIQ 5, Kia 
EV6, Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV, and Polestar 2. 

As the presence of electric vehicles grow in Min- 
nesota, the Twin Cities Auto Show is bringing in lo- 
cal television personality Paul Douglas to host an 
"EV Talk" to help engage with visitors about these 
vehicles. You can also fund out more about home 
EV charging at the Electric Neighborhood, spon- 
sored by Xcel Energy. 


If you do come for the cars, trucks, SUVs, and 
such, you might as well make more than just a day 
trip. That's where Meet Minneapolis comes in. 
They, along with the Minneapolis Downtown Im- 
provement District, have been campaigning for the 
last year or so to bring back visitors to its downtown 
core. With hotels and restaurants either connected 
via the Skyway or within walking distance of the 
Convention Center, you can maximize your time 
at the Auto Show with a staycation or a destination 
trip. That includes those of you who travel hours 
away from across the Upper Midwest to see the lat- 
est and greatest from the automotive industry. 

With the return of the Auto Show back to the 
Convention Center, Minneapolis is signaling that it 
is "back in business." 

Tickets are available through the Twin Cities 
Auto Show website in advance for $12.00. Half Price 
Wednesday is back for $7.50 for admission. There 
are coupons available at select locations, including 
Kwik Trip locations in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

As for parking, there's plenty of ramps within 
walking distance or accessible via the skyway sys- 
tem of the Convention Center. Expect to pay from 
$9.00 or more at city-operated nearby ramps. If you 
also need mobility assistance, you can use your 
device when accessing the Auto Show. Otherwise, 
you can rent a wheelchair or scooter from the Min- 
neapolis Visitors Information Center desk at the 


Convention Center's lobby. 


The show runs through April 8. 

Everything old is new again. The Auto Show's 
return inside in March is cause for celebration in 
downtown Minneapolis. That jingle still remains 
true that, now more than ever, it's time that you 
"gotta go to the Auto Show." ll 


The 50th Twin Cities Auto Show 

Minneapolis Convention Center, Minneapolis 

March 31 - April 8 

Tickets: Adults $12.00 in advance, $15.00 onsite, and 
Half-Price Wednesday at $7.50 
www.twincitiesautoshow.com 
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Care as Unique as Your Needs 


Call today to schedule a tour! 
612.920.2030 


Rl 
JONES-HARRISON 


SENIOR LIVING 


3700 Cedar Lake Ave., Mpls, MN 55416 
jones-harrison.org 
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SERVING THE MPLS AREA IN ALL 
WEATHER CONDITIONS FOR OVER 40 YEARS. 


952.206.6775 
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Les Jones Roofing | 941 W 80th St, Bloomington, MN 55420 | 952-206-6775 
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Lavender Magazine 
is online and on the 
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Join other older LGBTO+ community 
members for a free lunch, connections, 
and educational programs, all served іп а 
warm and welcoming environment. 
Learn More @ 


Read us on 


iSSUU 


Meaningful work. 


Looking for a flexible schedule doing 
something that matters? 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly 
non-profit organizations. 

To reserve your listing in 
Community Connection, email 
advertising@lavendermagazine. 
com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


Foster Adopt Minnesota 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@fosteradoptmn.org 
www.fosteradoptmn.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

2446 University Ave. W., Ste 112 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive service. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55102 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

WWN.Gliveness.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee sexual health clinic and 
education center, now in Minneapolis. 
1919 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 473-0800 

www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 
Meeting the health needs of LGBTQ+ 
people and those living with HIV with 
holistic service. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Bakken Museum 

Exhibits and programs to inspire а 
passion for innovation through science, 
technology, and the humanities. 

3537 Zenith Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55418 

(612) 926-3878 

www.thebakken.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland РІ. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota’s own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Guthrie Theater 

Open to the public year-round, 

the Guthrie produces classic and 
contemporary plays on three stages. 
818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

infoGlyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
heater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Designate Thomas 
Søndergård, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 

info@ordway.org 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
1430 W. 28th St., Ste. B 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 339-5ОМС (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIOR LIVING 

Friends & Co 

Fostering meaningful connections for 
older adults for 50+ years. Offering 
quick drop-in chat line, phone & visiting 
companionship services. 

2550 University Ave. W., Ste. 260-S 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

612) 721-1400 

www.friendsco.org 


Senior Community Services 

Providing non-medical services that meet 
he changing needs of older adults & 
support their caregivers. 

0201 Wayzata Blvd., Ste. 335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org/lav 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Service of MN 
Serving all Minnesotans with person- 
centered services that promote full and 
abundant lives. 

Issmn.org | 612-642-5990 | 800-582-5260 
Adoption & Foster Care | 
welcome@chlss.org 

Behavioral Health | 612-879-5320 

Host Homes | hosthomesGlssmn.org 
Supported Decision-Making | 
888-806-6844 

Therapeutic Foster Care | 612-751-9395 


TRAVEL DESTINATIONS 
Discover St. Louis Park 

Minnesota's Sweet Spot! Visit us for 
exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Ste. 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Greater St. Cloud 

Give yourself a break. Visit Greater St. 
Cloud. 

1411 W. St. Germain St., Ste. 104 

St. Cloud, MN 56301 

(320) 251-4170 

infoGvisitstcloud.com 
www.visitstcloud.com 


YOUTH 

The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THENETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE HOME SERVICES 


INSURANGE 


Locally Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN. d 


Estimates 7am-4:30pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Аме. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


MATT'S TREE S SERVICE 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Resident & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
T Removal ° Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 
Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
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Uptown - MPLS 
Health & Beauty Spa with a Variety of Services 


6125/85673 “© bodyologympls.com 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


GUN SHOPS INSURANCE 


Bill's 
Gun Shop & Range 


We're IÑ Vis ege ser 


Training - Safety - Fun 
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Robbinsdale - Circle Pines - Baxter - Hudson - Fargo 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto - Home · Life 


+ Relocations to the 
Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 
Cell: (612) 267-7696 I 


www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com (W 


e» StateFarm: 


Davina Baldwin Е 
763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Davina M. Baldwin 
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COLDWELL BANKER TEAM 

REALTY Live Well. invest Wisely. 


nwalker@cbrealty.com 
612.827 9537 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
UNIVERSAL LIFE CHURCH MINISTRIES 


Rev. 


Elaine Reed 


Ordained Minister 

314 Hennepin Ave, #202 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612.433.4667 
elainereed642@gmail.com 
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"Staying Home" 
It's Better To Give Than To Relieve 


Тһе basement doorway scarred with an- 
nual notes of childhood growth. The basket- 
ball hoop hovering over the driveway like a 
rusted halo. The current home office haunted 
by chipped, four-fingered wall images that be- 
speak of a repurposed playroom. Memories are 
everywhere, peppered with the dust of time. 
These аге the hallmarks of a house which has 
been a home for decades, a human hatching 
ground that has, in more recent years, become 
an empty nest. The house shows signs of ag- 
ing, as do the grey birds left behind: easy-to-do 
things have become hard to do and hard-to-do 
things have become impossible. 

When the twin challenges of an aging house 
and an aging owner pair up in the Twin Cities, 
well, that's when Senior Community Services 
pairs people with seniors who want to stay in 
their own homes but can no longer manage a 
house's most rigorous necessities. Of course, 
these Certain People are of a special kind—the 
benevolent, unpaid kind. 

“I believe that much of what gets done 
around the world is done by volunteers," avows 
Karen Johnson, who ought to know, as she is 
the Minnetonka-based Senior Community Ser- 
vices' Volunteer and Outreach Coordinator. 
“Volunteers are a gift—a gift to the senior, а 
gift to Senior Community Services and to the 
greater community. Volunteering fosters con- 
nections and helps meet a need in the commu- 
nity." 

Participants in SCS's programs-someone 
over sixty years old, often on a fixed income- 
might receive help with painting projects, 
home safety checks, garden care, and light 
housekeeping...and this assistance has never 
been needed more urgently, according to John- 
son: "Volunteers are especially important to- 
day because services dedicated to the aging 
population are underfunded and the need will 
continue to increase as the US population con- 
tinues to age." 

Outdoor chores are volunteers’ response 
to the 365 annual seasons Minnesotans call 
“days,” the chores in question most often be- 
ing lawn mowing and snow removal. As Senior 
Community Services’ website elaborates, “You 
can also help with raking, yard clean-up, gar- 
dening, window washing, and exterior painting 
on an ‘as needed’ basis.” Adds Karen Johnson, 
"This winter, we've had individuals and groups 
of two who have been doing snow removal 
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BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


for seniors near their homes." And naturally, 
Senior Community Services can't do its thing 
without administrative support. The website 
elaborates, "These volunteers come into our 
Minnetonka office to help with mailings, data 
entry, and more." 

Sometimes required tasks are big enough 
to command the talents of a whole gaggle of do- 
gooders. Notes Johnson, “We have corporate 
teams, boy and girl scout teams, school sports 
teams, faith groups, civic groups, city council 
members, neighborhood groups, police de- 
partment teams, and family teams that sign up 
to help a senior remain in their home." 

In addition to matching problems with solu- 
tions, SCS occasionally matches solutions with 
problems. “Volunteer teams can select the 
day and time they want to volunteer," Karen 
Johnson says. "They can also indicate the geo- 
graphic area where they would like to help." 

Help around the house isn't all benefiting 
homeowners receive. “We share a seasonal 
newsletter with all our participants," Johnson 
reveals. "This updates them on new employees 
and new programs. We are quick to share com- 
ments and thoughts from the volunteers with 
the seniors they have helped. Our volunteers 
are featured in our newsletters." 

SCS's mission is "to innovate and deliver 
services that meet the changing needs of older 
adults and their caregivers." *One of our new- 
est programs is our technology program," says 
Johnson. “We have digital handypersons who 
can help with setting up a device, applications, 
and troubleshooting." 


'This isn't a mere matter of figuring out how 
best to wield a virtual pickax while engaging 
the grandkids' favorite video game—most of 
the basics of home retention have in the last 
decade been woven in ones and zeroes. “We 
are eager to help people get connected and 
then support them," Johnson proclaims. “We 
are searching for volunteer and/or paid digital 
handypersons throughout Hennepin County." 

Senior Community Services' volunteers are 
defined by giving...but that doesn't prohibit 
some getting, as well. *Our volunteers receive 
a bi-monthly email newsletter with updates and 
we send them the comments and thoughts 
that we receive from the seniors," Johnson 
catalogs. "Volunteers are invited, at no cost, 
to our Reimagine Aging Conference each year. 
Annually, we sponsor a Volunteer Appreciation 
Gathering." 

The relationships between participants 
and volunteers is an embodiment of Senior 
Community Services' values, as stated on its 
website: “We believe that recognizing and cel- 
ebrating the diversity of the people we serve 
and those who help us serve them is essential 
to the execution of our mission." But those val- 
ues don't merely exist in cyberspace. “We һауе 
been active within the LGBTQ community," 
Karen Johnson records. “Іп 2015, we received 
the John Yoakam Award for Service to LGBT 
Elders. SCS has presented at the Friends and 
Company luncheons. Our CEO, Deb Taylor, is 
recognized for advocating that all social ser- 
vices become diverse and inclusive." 

Senior Community Services' pairing-up of 
participants and volunteers continues. ..and, if 
you're up for it, perhaps you can keep an owner 
paired with her house, making new memories 
in a nest that's not so empty, after all...or, as 
Karen Johnson puts it, “We are encouraged by 
the return to volunteering that we are seeing 
and the wonderful partnership between our 
volunteers and our seniors." 

То volunteer or to participate, please con- 
tact: 

Senior Community Services 
Minnetonka Main Office 

10201 Wayzata Blvd., Ste. 335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

(952) 541-1019 
reimagineaging(seniorcommunity.org Ë 
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ninetwentyfive at The Hotel Landing 
925 Lake St. E., Wayzata, MN 


Visit with the following vendors: 
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From long summer trips to short weekend getaways, the 

moments and memories we share together are the moments 

that shape us, and make us who we are. Memories that 

become part fact. Part feeling. But 100% real to you. 

It's time to plan a summer to remember in Minnesota. [m] я [m] 
Db er 


nnm exPLORe Scan to receive your 
МІММЕ5ОТА Travel Planning Kit 


